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This monograph by a group of French authors is 
devoted to methods of purification and characteri- 
zation of connective tissue polymers and it is aimed 
at those working in the field. 
There are two chapters on collagen, The first, by 
Bore1 and Randoux, is concerned with the extrac- 
tion and purification of the various collagen types, 
and with methods for analysing their cyanogen 
bromide peptides. The second, by Herbage et al., 
deals with the study of collagen cross-links. Then 
follow individual chapters on elastin (Jacob and 
Hornebeck), proteoglycans (Breton et al.), struc- 
tural glycoproteins (Moczar and Moczar) and 
fibronectin (Labat-Robert). There is a final chapter 
by Adolphe on methods for obtaining and cultur- 
ing matrix-producing cells. 
All the contributions are clearly written and 
have comprehensive bibliographies. This is not a 
recipe book: in general the approach is to describe 
what can be achieved with a particular technique 
and to discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
alternative methods. While there is little new infor- 
mation here, and all the topics have probably been 
dealt with in other publications, the book serves a 
useful function in bringing together pra,ctical ap- 
praisals of methods for dealing with all the main 
polymers of connective tissue. One criticism that 
could be made is that there is no space devoted to 
the advances arising from the application of 
molecular biology to the study of matrix macro- 
molecules. This seems an important omission par- 
ticularly with regard to collagen. 
The book is relatively expensive for its length: 
increasingly, this type of monograph is beyond the 
means of the individual purchaser. Nevertheless, it
should prove particularly useful as an introduction 
for those embarking on experimental projects that 
involve connective tissue biochemistry, and it will 
also be of value as a reference work for more ex- 
perienced investigators. 
J. Saklatvala 
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This is a monumental work, and the editors are to 
be congratulated on assembling a team of 73 
authors, all of whom have written in a clear, 
readable style. It is no mean achievement to get the 
manuscripts from so many contributors in time for 
the volume to be well up to date. 
The presentation of the book is neat and clear, 
with numerous tables of detailed data and clear il- 
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